
        Monday, 3rd September 2018 
Dear parents, guardians, carers and families, 
 
Welcome to Year 5!  
 
In Year 5, there are two classes: Miss Mathews’ class whose classroom is named Mount Merapi 
and Mr Dredge’s class whose classroom is named the Midnight Garden. Mrs Galvin works in 
Mount Merapi on Thursdays. The teaching assistants in Year 5 are Mrs Crook who works with 
Miss Mathews’ class and Miss Cripps who works with Mr Dredge’s class. The Year 5 classrooms 
are located upstairs in the Upper Hall area of Gorse Hill School.  
 
Introduction to the Teachers 
 
Miss Mathews is a mastery maths specialist with lots of experiences working in Upper Key 
Stage 2. This means that she is out of class one day per week (Thursdays) so that she can visit 
the schools and teachers she works with. Mrs Galvin will teach the children in Miss Mathews’ 
class when she is fulfilling her responsibilities as a Mastery Maths Specialist. Miss Mathews is 
the subject leader of Maths at Gorse Hill School. 
 
Mr Dredge has spent three years in Year 4 and is moving up to Year 5 alongside some familiar 
faces. He is the subject leader of Reading at Gorse Hill School. This year, he is developing 
his leadership skills and is completing the National Professional Qualification for Middle Leaders 
which unfortunately means that there will be some days throughout the year that he will not be 
in class.  
 
Term 1: Wild Things 
 
This term, our school will be learning about Wild Things. Each year group will explore the topic 
in different ways relating to the aims and objectives of their age. For Year 5, Wild Things 
means that we will be looking at the complex lifecycles of plants, mammals, birds and reptiles as 
well as learning lots about insects and how they grow. In addition, we are going to head west to 
North America and explore how the geography of the United States has affected the animals 
that live there. In our classrooms, we are going to observing the lifecycles of butterflies and 
hopefully find ourselves fascinating by their metamorphosis.  
 
Once the children have become experts in North American wildlife, they are going to document 
and report on the incredible species that roam the American wilderness from sunny Mexico 
right up to the white wilds of Canada. Of course, what kind of writers would the children be if 
they did not learn from the greatest naturalists of all; Year 5 are going to learn all about David 
Attenborough and Jane Goodall, exploring how their exceptional work as world renowned 
scientists has transformed the way that we view the world around us. 
 
Daily Routine: Mornings and Timetable 
 
Each day, the teachers (Mr Dredge and Miss Mathews) will arrive on the playground at 8.30am. 
Please feel free to speak to us and discuss your child’s learning and share your ideas. Remember, 
we are here to support your children as much as possible as we want the absolute best for them. 
Children line up at the coloured pencils and it is very important that they come and line up, greet 
their teachers and form an orderly line so that school can commence in a peaceful and orderly 
fashion. School begins at 8.35am and the bell will ring. Remember that as soon as the bell has 



rung, the school gates will be closed and children that arrive after this time will receive a late 
mark.  
 
When children arrive in class, they will have a range of activities to focus on immediately, all of 
which are designed to improve their fluency, understanding and skill. It is imperative that 
children come into school fully ready to learn and that means breakfast, correct school uniform 
and a positive attitude which we expect every day. Lessons begin at 9.00am and below you will 
find a typical day in Year 5 which may vary from time to time: 
 

PE and Skills Force 
 
Year 5 will work with Skills Force on 
Monday afternoon every week and so 
will require their PE kit every Monday. 
On Monday afternoons, Year 5 will 
also have the pleasure of a music 
lesson led by the Swindon Music 
Service. These are both incredible 
services which our children are 
privileged to be a part of: as a result, 
it is very important that their PE kits 
are in school on a Monday so that they 
may make the most of these 
opportunities. Mrs Galvin and Mr 
Dredge will also teach PE on a 
Thursday afternoon so children will 
also need their PE kits on a Thursday. 
 
Home Learning 
 
Please explore the home learning 
materials which are located on Mr 
Dredge’s and Miss Mathews’ class blog 
pages in order to support your child’s 

journey through Year 5 towards Year 6. If you have any queries regarding the learning that 
children undertake at home please do not hesitate to contact the Year 5 team or an Assistant 
Principal. You will also find a suggested reading list which has been created by the Year 5 team, 
these books will enhance your child’s learning at school by expanding their knowledge and 
understanding of key topics, enabling them to begin new learning with a solid starting point 
ready to reach even greater success.  
 
We both wish all of our new families a warm welcome and wish to thankyou all for joining us in 
Year 5 this year. We look forward to meeting you all and connecting with the Year 5 community 
through our exciting new blogs and of course, face to face! 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Miss Matthews, Mr Dredge, Mrs Galvin, Mrs Crook and Miss Cripps 

 9.00 Writing lesson which includes 
punctuation and grammar 

 10.10 Maths lesson focused on the day’s new 
learning 

 10.45 Break time which lasts for 15 minutes 
 11.00 Maths lesson continued – children 

receive feedback on their learning 
 11.20 Reading lesson – the whole class explore 

a range of comprehension skills 
 11.50 Reading fluency where children read to 

adults and build up their reading mileage/ 
Spelling lesson 

 12.10 Lunch time Year 5 go out to play first 
and then return to the hall to eat their lunch 

 1.00 Maths Skills Fluency lesson that includes 
practise of previously learned skills and 
deepening understanding 

 1.30 Geography/History/Science/PE/ RE/ 
PSHE/ Music/ Computing lesson 

 3.00 Class reading book will be shared with 
children 

 3.20 Classes will arrive at the pencils ready 
to be collected by their families 


