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Writing at Gorse Hill School 

 
At Gorse Hill School we want children to: 

• See themselves as a writer and celebrate their success 

• Be able to reflect, edit and publish their own work 

• Be able to select appropriate word choice, sentence structure and text 

form for effect 

• Understand the relevance of writing to themselves and their lives 

• Understand the purpose, audience and forms of writing 

• Develop resilience as independent writers 

 

Teachers should refer to the National Curriculum 2014 for year group expectations when reading 

this document. 

 

 

Key Documents: 

Writing at Gorse Hill School 

Grammar Progression Documents 

Writing for a Purpose – Mark Tidd 
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The ‘Purpose for Writing’ Approach 

At Gorse Hill School we have a ‘Purpose for Writing’ approach. Rather than trying to teach 

children ten or more different genres or text types (which can actually be used for a variety of 

purposes), our approach focusses on what those different types have in common: the purpose for 

writing.  

The four purposes to write being taught across KS1 and KS2 are: 

• to entertain 

• to inform 

• to persuade 

•  to discuss 

 

Below is our long term plan for writing in our school:  

 

KS1 Focus: to Entertain and to Inform 

LKS2 Focus: to Inform, Entertain and Persuade 

UKS2 Focus: to Inform, Entertain, Persuade and Discuss 
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Should the Long Term Plan be followed in order? 

Although coverage of the four purposes of writing is prescriptive, the order in which teachers 

complete them is up to teacher discretion, their knowledge of the curriculum approach and 

progress of children in their particular year group. In the staff room the LTP will be displayed for all 

staff to see with moveable chevrons for each year group. As long as teachers are showing the 

order in which they teach the purposes on this board, the order is up to them. This must be 

updated termly. Teachers are encouraged to spend longer on each unit to ensure that concepts 

are really grasped. 

What text types should be taught with each purpose? 

Below is an overview of the different texts types that can be taught with each purpose. It is set out 

in phases to show progression throughout the school. It is expected that two main outcomes 

are chosen for each half terms purpose e.g. Year 2 in AU1 may focus on ‘write to entertain’ and 

write a story and piece of poetry. This means that at the end of one half term, pupils will have 

completed two pieces of writing. Planning will be required (although not formally written) to be 

placed behind the appropriate chevron on the staff room planning board in a planning pocket. 

There will also be a requirement for pupils to publish their finished pieces; this will be discussed 

later in this document.  

  

   
Year 1 & 
2 
(KS1) 

Story (including 
retellings) 

Description 
Poetry 

In-character/role 

Recount 
Letter 

Instruction 
NCR 

  

Year 3 & 
4 
(LKS2) 

Narrative 
Description 

Poetry 
Characters/Settings 

Explanation 
Recount 

Letter 
Biography 
Newspaper  

NCR 
 

Advertising 
Letter 

Speech 
Poster 

 

Year 5 & 
6 
(UKS2) 

Narrative 
Description 

Poetry 
Characters/Settings 

Report 
Recount 

Biography 
Newspaper  

 Essay  
NCR 

Advertising 
Letter 

Speech 
Campaign 

Balanced 
Argument 

Newspaper  
Review 
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Why this approach? 

This approach to writing better prepares pupils to recognise different genres and which purpose 

they are linked to: they’re not a distinct type in themselves to be taught in a vacuum. So instead of 

seeing newspapers as newspapers and biographies as biographies, children will begin to 

recognise both these text types as texts to inform. With this in place, pupils are more likely to 

notice specific text features and structures, grammar and sentence structures, word level and 

choice and punctuation that cross between the two different text types being taught. Therefore, 

children do not have to scrap everything they learnt and start a completely new purpose: they are 

able to use their recently taught knowledge to help build on different text types and therefore retain 

the different aspects of the purpose for writing. This can be valuably seen in success criteria for 

different text types. 

 

 

 

 

  

TOPIC: THE RAINFOREST 

PURPOSE: PERSUADE 

A holiday brochure for a 

rainforest resort.  

A voiceover for a rainforest 

charity advertisement.   

SUCCESS CRITERIA: 

PERSUASIVE HOLIDAY 

BROCHURE 

 

• Expanded noun phrases 

• Endorsement quotes correctly 

punctuated 

• Prepositional openers 

• Rhetorical questions 

• Imperative verbs 

SUCCESS CRITERIA: 

PERSUASIVE VOICEOVER 

 

• Expanded noun phrases 

• Adverbials to link writing 

• Prepositional openers 

• Rhetorical questions 

• Imperative verbs 
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Success Criteria: 

When creating writing success criteria, give pupils opportunities to embed their skills by using the 

grammar and punctuation in a different context. As you can see above, the success criteria for two 

different persuasive outcomes are very similar. This means that children are able to secure their 

skills and experience success as previously set targets are still applicable in the next text. With 

this approach, pupils will begin to develop a deeper understanding of a particular purpose for 

writing. Less jumping around between different genres and taking time to secure key objectives 

will help improve outcomes in pupils’ work as well as help them retain knowledge and their new 

learning.  

 

Useful Resources and Reading: 

Michael Tidd has created guidance notes that offer some indications of National Curriculum 

content that might be covered in each section (purpose) including: 

• elements of whole-text ideas 

• suggestions for sentences and grammar 

• notes on punctuation to include 

• some examples of conjunctions and adverbials.  

 

This is a key document that should be used when planning units 

of writing.  

file:///F:/English%20Coordinator/4-writing-purposes-guidance1.pdf 

 

Copies of this document will be available in the staff room for all 

staff to see the progression of the different purposes throughout 

the school.  

Rhoda Wilson blogs about the outcomes from using this approach in her Year 5 class: 

https://misswilsonsays.wordpress.com/2017/02/11/my-journey-with-mastery-writing-2/ 
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Planning a Purpose Unit:  

At Gorse Hill, we create Medium Term Plans (MTPs) to effectively plan how all aspects of Writing 

and Reading can help and support each area of both core subjects: planning carefully so that 

learning links and helps pupils to consolidate and deepen their knowledge and understanding. 

There is still no expectation of formal written weekly planning however an overview of what is to be 

covered in a term is expected to be produced to track progression and coverage across the 

school. This overview should show the cover of all writing objectives for the term as well as linking 

reading texts to help support specific areas of writing. This must be completed before the next 

purpose for writing begins and a copy placed in a planning pocket behind the chevron on 

the staff room board (this is for monitoring purposes). At the end of the purpose, an annotated 

copy may also be placed in the planning pocket to show any changes due to AfL. Teachers are 

advised to keep copies for their own record.  

The main purpose of this way of planning will be to ensure learning is linked up and layered to 

develop fluency with key skills. 
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How to teach and present writing at Gorse Hill (the learning process): 

 

Front Cover: 

At the beginning of each new piece of writing, a front cover 

must be added. It should be bright, eye-catching and clearly 

show the stimulus for the following writing.  

The front cover must include: 

• the genre of writing 

• the purpose of the writing 

• the audience 

• a definition of the genre 

 

This is to ensure that children understand the audience and 

the purpose of the writing and should be referred to 

throughout the unit. A collection of these will be available on 

the staff drive.  

On the next page, make a diagonal paper pocket (this will be used to store ideas throughout the 

unit).  

 

Collect It: 

The purpose of the Collect It stage is for 

children to be equipped with the best possible 

language to apply in their writing. We want to 

engage the children in writing through the 

provision of a range of engaging writing stimuli.  

To ensure quality language collection: 

• Provide rich experiences to develop ideas 

and vocabulary to use in writing. This could 

be in the form of a trip, a visitor, a film or a 

creative experience.  

• All children should have access to high 

quality visuals/objects as well as dictionaries and thesauruses. Use photo images instead of 

line drawings or clipart. Ensure that the meaning of visuals provided for EAL learners is 

obvious. This may mean that an image in the context of the genre is accompanied by an 

image from everyday life in order to convey meaning.  
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• If children have ‘something to say’ for a 

particular purpose, they are more likely to 

construct sentences that make sense. 

Children should organise their words and 

information according to purpose and 

function rather than grammatical categories. 

This does not mean that we lose the 

emphasis on grammar. The correct 

terminology should still be reinforced and 

referred to at every opportunity. We are 

placing the emphasis on the function as a 

means of arriving at the rules.  

The Collect It work must: 

• be neat and well presented 

• show differentiated outcomes linked to grammar 

• be marked and spellings identified for correction – all spellings must be correct before moving 

on. Non-negotiable spellings may be marked as sp for the pupil to correct, however if the 

incorrect spelling is a new word or topic word, staff members should help the pupil to correct 

the spelling.  

Top Tips: 

• Capture photographic evidence of this part of the process for pupil workbooks. Pupils will look 

back and remember experiences which will help with their writing.  

• Children keep their Collect It work in the planning pocket behind the unit front cover for further 

reference.  

• Use language lines to begin to develop pupils’ language from everyday use to the specialised 

language of the topic.  
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Deconstruct it: 

Before the pupils begin to plan their writing, they should have 

opportunities to explore age related texts to better understand 

layout and features etc. 

Use of exemplar texts (WAGOLLs) are crucial to the teaching of 

writing. The level of language should be pitched so it is slightly 

ahead of what the highest achievers can currently write and is, 

therefore, challenging but within reach. The receptive language 

of EAL children (as well as many with SEND) is often far ahead of 

their written skills. Therefore, we should not put ceilings on 

language acquisition by simplifying WAGOLLS. Instead, we should 

use scaffolding as a means of access to the rich language of the 

WAGOLL.  

 

Plan It: 

Once the pupils have been immersed with the language and knowledge of the topic and structures 

of the text type, they will then plan their own piece of writing. By the end of the ‘Plan it’ stage, 

children should have organised their ideas gained from the writing process so far into a cohesive 

and structured plan ready for writing. This does not have to be a boxed-up plan but must show that 

the pupil understands the structure, flow and language of their planned piece of writing. This plan 

should be kept in the planning pocket and not stuck in. The reason pupils plan is to use their plan 

for writing.   

Construct It: 

This section of the learning process is to focus on the teaching of new knowledge needed to write 

their final piece. This will include precision teaching, modelling, relating to the purpose and 

function of the text as well as focused grammar activities. For example: Year 4 pupils are writing a 

narrative where they need to use fronted adverbials. In this stage fronted adverbials would be 

taught. The children then may produce some writing or ideas using this skill that they could use in 

their final piece. Or they may write a different text type to practise the newly taught skill. At this 

stage, the pupils should be writing their final piece.  

 

Write It: 

At this stage the pupils should be ready to write. They will have their plan, WAGOLL, language 

ideas as well as newly taught skills to help them write. This isn’t a free write. This can still be 

structured with revision all the way through. This process may take up to three days depending on 

the year group and cohort.  
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Edit It: 

Once the pupils have written their first draft, editing should firstly be taught and practiced to ARE 

before them editing their own work. This could we self-editing or peer editing. Writing should be 

edited to ARE (the objectives taught and met so far).  

 

Celebrate It: 

When the unit has come to an end, all pupils must write their piece up in best. All final pieces will 

be displayed so this must be best quality. This work will also be used for monitoring purposes as 

well as moderating and will show a child’s progress over the academic year. This may also be a 

final draft that shows editing. This work must be photocopied on to pink paper.  

 

Cold and Hot Writes: 

Cold and Hot writes will not be a requirement when completing a unit of writing.  
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Teaching Strategies 

 

Modelled Writing 

Modelled writing is a specific strategy which allows teachers to explicitly demonstrate the process 

of writing by ‘thinking aloud’. The children listen and observe. 

Shared Writing 

Shared writing is a specific strategy which allows children to participate in the writing process by 

contributing ideas and knowledge without the pressure of having to write on their own. This can be 

either done as whole class or small group with and adult scribing. 

Paired Writing 

When composing and redrafting, paired writing is a specific strategy, which is embedded in the 

writing process, allowing children to ‘talk the text’ and consider the impact on the reader and 

where necessary redraft and edit their work.  

 

Independent writing 

Independent writing is a specific strategy, which allows children to write independently and 

experiment with mark making. As they do this they try out the skills and knowledge that they have 

acquired through modelled and shared experiences. 

Guided writing 

Guided writing lessons are targeted, small-group sessions teaching those strategies to a group of 

students most need to practice, with immediate guidance from the teacher.  

 

Grammar 

Grammar is taught so that children understand the effect the choices they make have on meaning 

and is taught in the context of purposeful talk, reading and writing.  

It is expected that grammar will be taught explicitly, in context with further opportunities planned in 

order that children can apply and practice their learning across the curriculum so that they deepen 

their conceptual understanding.  

Grammar can be taught as a whole lesson or a series of starters depending on the teaching 

sequence.  

Grammar lessons should be active and instructive with varied opportunities for children to apply 

and demonstrate their learning during guided and independent writing.  
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Cross-curricular writing 

Children are given opportunities to practice and apply their writing skills across the curriculum. 

This may be a specific skill e.g. use of headings or bullet point or it may be through an extended 

task. 

 

Vocabulary enrichment: 

We recognise that children at Gorse Hill often come to us with underdeveloped vocabulary. 

Providing an enriched vocabulary environment will be a focus for every teacher so that by the end 

of the year ambitious vocabulary is being used by pupils at an appropriate level.  This must be 

achieved through: 

• Word of the day  

• Teachers modelling word choices 

• Linear and shades of meaning word lists eg. sad/unhappy, gloomy, miserable, dejected,        

desolate/devastated 

• Exploring synonyms and antonyms 

• Word chains passed around a group 

• Word mats/banks including topical and technical vocabulary 

• Regular use of thesauri at appropriate stages 

 

In every classroom should be a small ‘Working with Words’ display. 

This is a working display and staff and pupils should have shared 

ownership. The word of the day must be displayed and when 

possible, an example of the word being used so that pupils can use 

reading skills to begin to infer what the word might mean.  

The rest of the display will include four main sections. Pupils can 

add words (on post-it notes) around the statement which mostly 

applies to them; this might be during reading sessions, words that 

they have heard outside of school or words that they come across 

in the curriculum. With this in place, teachers can teach relevant 

vocabulary that stems from their questioning. The four statements 

are: 

• I have never heard it before. 
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• I have heard of it but I don’t know its meaning. 

• I know what it means but I can’t explain it. 

• I know what it means and want to share it with my peers.  

 

These four sections do not need to be visited every day but should be done when relevant to the 

learning taking place.  

 

Classroom Environment: 

1. In every classroom a working wall is displayed. This working wall should show the purpose for 

writing, each step of the writing procedure (whether this is class work with the teacher or a good 

example of work by a pupil) as well as an ARE example of the text type for pupils to refer back to 

and aim for the same quality. Our working wall for writing can be displayed in two different ways, 

both containing learning arrows.  

Display 1: 

This display has one planning arrow and would 

show the learning journey for a whole purpose unit 

with two different text types. The similar features of 

both text types should be commented on to show 

pupils how they can embed their knowledge in 

different types of writing.  

 

Display 2:  

This display has two planning arrows and would 

show the learning journeys of the two different text 

types taught in one purpose unit. The similar 

features of both text types should be commented 

on to show pupils how they can embed their 

knowledge in different types of writing. 

 

It is vital that working walls show not only writing work from specific writing lessons but also 

spelling, punctuation, grammar, word level and reading work that has helped build the pupils’ 

understanding of the text.  

2. A small display named ‘Working with Words’ should be displayed and is an interactive display 

for pupils to explore new vocabulary.  

3. The school’s handwriting script must be displayed in all classrooms and any writing that is 

added to display must be neat, joined and legible to help raise standards across the school.  
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4. Dictionaries and Thesauruses should be freely available to pupils to use independently when 

needed. 

Publishing: 

Teachers are the most important role model for presentation and high expectations. All final 

published writing on display should have joined, legible, consistently formed and neat letters 

appropriate to their year group. If first or second drafts are displayed this is made clear using a 

sign to indicate this. 

At the end of a text type, every child is required to publish their work. This will then be added to 

pupil’s clipboards which will be displayed around the school as their ‘clip it, clap it writing’. By the 

end of the year, each child should have 12 pieces of published work on their clipboard. This is a 

way to celebrate their writing as well as for moderating purposes. Teachers are also encouraged 

to celebrate writing inside the classroom, however this may be shown on the working wall.  

 

ICT: 

Pupils are encouraged to write on paper and on screen and are specifically taught to develop the 

necessary skills to allow them to do this effectively. As they move through KS2, they are taught the 

advantages of editing on screen. When appropriate, SEND pupils have access to Clicker 7 to 

support in the writing process. We recognise that writing is a key skill which is necessary for much 

of the pupil’s learning in ICT itself. One piece of a pupil’s published work may be typed up as long 

as there is enough evidence to support they have achieved handwriting objectives at ARE.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


