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Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Settling in and meeting new friends. 

Show an interest in others’ play and start to join 

in. 

Keep play going by responding to what others are 

saying or doing. 

Show own preferences and interests 

Separates from main carer with support and 

encouragement. 

 
 

Mathematics 

Selects a small number of objects from a 

group when asked. 

Uses language of quantities such as ‘more’ 

and ‘a lot’ 

Shape, space & measure 

Anticipates specific time-based events such 

as mealtimes or home time.  

Notice simple shapes and patterns in 

pictures. 

Begin to categorise objects according to 

properties such as shape or size. 
 

 

Expressive arts and design  

Mark make (eg paint, chalk, crayons, 

fingers in foam or paint)  

Sing, join in ring games and use 

instruments  

Begin to make-believe by pretending. 

Use various construction materials. 

Engage in imaginative role-play based on 

own first-hand experiences. 

 

 

 

Understanding the World 
Explore the nursery environment 

Show an interest in the lives of people who 

are familiar to us. 

In pretend play imitates everyday actions 

and events from home e.g. feeding the baby 

Has a sense of own immediate family and 

relations. 

Learns that they have similarities and 

differences that connect them to, and 

distinguish them from, others. 

 

Literacy  

Letters and sounds ~ phase 1 phonics. 

Fill in the missing word in a known 

rhyme or story 

Look at books independently. 

Begin to give meaning to marks as they 

draw and paint. 

 

Physical Development   

Runs safely on whole foot.  

Squats with steadiness to rest or play with 

object on the ground, and rises to feet 

without using hands. 

Shows control in holding and using jugs to 

pour, hammers, books and mark-making tools. 

Feeds self competently with spoon 

Drinks well without spilling 

Clearly communicates their need for potty or 

toilet 

Begins to recognise danger and seeks support 

from adults for help. 

 

Communication and Language 
Uses language as a powerful means of widening 

contacts, sharing feelings experiences and 

thoughts. 

Holds a conversation, jumping from topic to topic. 

Learns new words very rapidly and is able to use 

them in communicating. 

Uses gestures, sometimes with limited talk 

Uses a variety of questions 

Uses simple sentences 

Beginning to use word endings 

Uses language as a powerful means of widening 

contacts, sharing feelings experiences and 

thoughts. 

Holds a conversation, jumping from topic to topic. 

Learns new words very rapidly and is able to use them in 

communicating. 

Uses gestures, sometimes with limited talk 

Uses a variety of questions 

Uses simple sentences 

Beginning to use word endings 

Uses language as a powerful means of widening contacts, 

sharing feelings experiences and thoughts. 

Holds a conversation, jumping from topic to topic. 

Learns new words very rapidly and is able to use them in 

communicating. 

Uses gestures, sometimes with limited talk 

Uses a variety of questions 

Uses simple sentences 

Beginning to use word endings 

Uses language as a powerful means of widening contacts, 

sharing feelings experiences and thoughts. 

Holds a conversation, jumping from topic to topic. 


