
 

 

Reception Curriculum Overview – 2021/22 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Main theme (but not 

limited to..) 

IT’S GOOD TO BE 

ME! 

LET’S CELEBRATE! THE AMAZING 

WORLD AROUND 

US! 

GO ON AN 

ADVENTURE!  

LET’S WATCH IT 

GROW! 

THE GREAT 

OUTDOORS! 

Possible ideas/lines 

of enquiry  

These mini ideas 

within the themes 

may change or be 

replaced depending 

or children’s interests.  

All about me and my 

body, my family, 

houses and homes, 

my heroes and 

superheroes  

 

Birthdays, special 

events / weekly 

news, Halloween, 

Bonfire Night, 

Diwali, Christmas, 

Winter, different types 

of weather, animals in 

winter, Where in the 

world? 

Comparing our 

weather to other 

countries (Arctic & the 

North Pole) 

Chinese New Year  

Space, our local world 

Easter  

Traditional stories will 

be covered during this 

topic 

Plants, planting 

vegetables, exploring 

food (healthy 

choices), gardening  

Summer, looking after 

our vegetables and 

plants, animals, mini-

beasts (insects), 

ourselves, growing 

and moving on.  

Key story books  

 

What makes me a 

me? 

No-Bot the robot with 

no bottom 

Elmer 

 

The Scarecrows 

Wedding  

Pumpkin soup 

Room on the Broom  

Stickman  

 

The Gruffalo’s child 

Polar bear polar bear 

Kipper’s snowy day  

 

 

3 Billy Goats Gruff 

Somebody swallowed 

Stanley  

How to catch a star 

 

Enormous Turnip 

Oliver’s fruit salad 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

 

Tad 

Spinderella 

What the ladybird 

heard 

 



Communication + 

Language 

Development 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions 

from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. All children will have extensive opportunities to engage in quality 

conversations with both adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment. All children will be immersed in high quality texts 

where adults will read frequently to children, and engage them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and provide them with extensive 

opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts.  

 

 

Personal, Social + 

Emotional 

Development 

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their 

cognitive development. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with the adults in the setting will enable the children to learn how to understand 

their own feelings and those of others. Children will be supported in managing emotions, developing a positive sense of self, setting themselves 

simple goals and having confidence in their own abilities. Through adult modelling and guidance, children will learn how to look after their bodies, 

including healthy eating, and managing personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make 

good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform for all children so that they can 

achieve at school and in later life. 

Welcome to school, 

CARE values, class 

rules, establishing 

routines, building 

relationships with 

peers and adult within 

the classroom 

Jigsaw – Being Me 

in My world  

Respectful friendships 

/ being safe 

How can we make 

other people feel 

welcome?  

Jigsaw – Dreams 

and Goals  

Mental well being 

What does it mean to 

feel proud? 

Jigsaw – Healthy me 

Physical health and 

fitness / healthy 

eating.  

How do we stay 

healthy and safe?  

Jigsaw – 

Relationships  

How do we stop 

ourselves from being 

lonely? 

Jigsaw – Changing 

me  

Changing bodies / 

caring friendships. 

How do we feel when 

changes happen? 

RE Discovery RE – 

Theme: Special 

People Key Question: 

What makes people 

special? Religions: 

Christianity, Judaism 

Discovery RE –  

Theme: Christmas 

Key Question: What is 

Christmas? Religion: 

Christianity Christian 

concept: Incarnation 

Discovery RE – 

Theme: Celebrations 

Key Question: How 

do people celebrate? 

Religions: Hinduism 

Discovery RE – 

Theme: Easter Key 

Question: What is 

Easter? Religion: 

Christianity Christian 

concept: Salvation 

Discovery RE – 

Theme: Story Time 

Key Question: What 

can we learn from 

stories? Religions: 

Christianity, Islam, 

Hinduism, Sikhism 

Discovery RE – 

Theme: Special 

Places Key Question: 

What makes places 

special? Religions: 

Christianity, Islam, 

Judaism 



Physical 

Development 

Children will take part in the ‘Squiggle whilst you wiggle’ programme and ‘Dough Disco’ throughout the year to support the development of both 

gross and fine motor skills. All children will be immersed in opportunities to develop both their fine and gross motor skills through high quality 

resources and activities in our inside and outside environments.  

Gross Motor Skills  Cooperation games 

i.e. parachute games. 

Climbing – outdoor 

equipment Different 

ways of moving to be 

explored with children 

Changing for PE / 

Help individual 

children to develop 

good personal 

hygiene. 

Acknowledge and 

praise their efforts. 

Provide regular 

reminders about 

thorough 

handwashing and 

toileting. 

Ball skills- throwing 

and catching. Crates 

play- climbing. 

Skipping ropes in 

outside area dance 

related activities 

Provide a range of 

wheeled resources for 

children to balance, 

sit or ride on, or pull 

and push. Two-

wheeled balance 

bikes and scooters. 

Further develop and 

refine a range of ball 

skills including 

throwing, catching, 

kicking, passing, 

batting and aiming. 

Develop confidence, 

competence, 

precision and 

accuracy when 

engaging in activities 

that involve a ball. 

Ball skills- aiming, 

dribbling, pushing, 

throwing & catching, 

patting, or kicking 

Ensure that spaces 

are accessible to 

children with varying 

confidence levels, 

skills and needs. 

Provide a wide range 

of activities to support 

a broad range of 

abilities. Dance / 

moving to music 

Gymnastics/ Balance 

Obstacle activities 

children moving over, 

under, through and 

around equipment 

Encourage children to 

be highly active and 

get out of breath 

several times every 

day. Provide 

opportunities for 

children to, spin, rock, 

tilt, fall, slide and 

bounce. Dance / 

moving to music 

Races / team games 

involving gross motor 

movements dance 

related activities  

Fine Motor Skills– 

use pencil grip 

progression sheet to 

support the pencil grip 

assessment 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Manipulate objects 

with good fine motor 

skills Draw lines and 

circles using gross 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Develop muscle tone 

to put pencil pressure 

on paper Use tools to 

effect changes to 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Begin to form letters 

correctly Handle tools, 

objects, construction 

and malleable 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Hold pencil effectively 

with tripod grip Forms 

recognisable letters 

most correctly formed 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Develop pencil grip 

and letter formation 

continually Use one 

hand consistently for 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Form letters correctly 

Build things with more 

complex construction 



motor movements 

Show preference for 

dominant hand Hold 

pencil/paint brush 

beyond whole hand 

grasp Pencil Grip 

materials Engage 

children in structured 

activities: guide them 

in what to draw, write 

or copy. Teach and 

model correct letter 

formation. 

materials with 

increasing control 

Encourage children to 

draw freely. Holding 

Small Items / Button 

Clothing / Cutting with 

Scissors 

Start to colour inside 

the lines of a picture 

Start to draw pictures 

that are recognisable 

fine motor tasks Cut 

along a straight line 

with scissors / Start to 

cut along a curved 

line, like a circle /  

kits such as Meccano 

and K’nex. 

Maths  Use WHF maths progression document 

“Without mathematics, there’s nothing you can do. Everything around you is mathematics. Everything around you is numbers.” – Shakuntala Devi 

Reading / Phonics  Refer to GHS phonics and early reading policy to support the teaching of Phonics and Early reading. 

Comprehension – 

Developing a love of 

reading 

Joining in with rhymes 

and showing an 

interest in stories with 

repeated refrains. 

Environment print. 

Having a favourite 

story/rhyme. 

Understand the five 

key concepts about 

print: - print has 

meaning - print can 

have different 

purposes - we read 

English text from left 

to right and from top 

to bottom - the names 

Retell stories related 

to events through 

acting/role play. 

Christmas letters/lists. 

Retelling stories using 

images / apps. Pie 

Corbett Actions to 

retell the story – Story 

Maps. Retelling of 

stories. Editing of 

story maps and orally 

retelling new stories. 

Non-Fiction Focus 

Retelling of stories. 

Sequence story – use 

vocabulary of 

Making up stories 

through small world. 

Encourage children to 

record stories through 

picture drawing/mark 

making for LAs. Read 

simple phrases and 

sentences made up of 

words with known 

letter–sound 

correspondences and, 

where necessary, a 

few exception words.  

Re-read books to 

build up their 

confidence in word 

reading, their fluency 

and their 

understanding and 

enjoyment. World 

Book Day Uses 

vocabulary and forms 

of speech that are 

increasingly 

influenced by their 

experiences of books. 

They develop their 

own narratives and 

explanations by 

Retell a story with 

actions and / or 

picture prompts as 

part of a group - Use 

story language when 

acting out a narrative. 

Rhyming words. 

Parents reading 

stories Can explain 

the main events of a 

story - Can draw 

pictures of characters/ 

event / setting in a 

story. May include 

labels, sentences or 

captions. 

Can draw pictures of 

characters/ event / 

setting in a story 

Listen to stories, 

accurately anticipating 

key events & respond 

to what they hear with 

relevant comments, 

questions and 

reactions. Make 

predictions Beginning 

to understand that a 

non-fiction is a non-

story- it gives 

information instead. 

Fiction means story. - 



of the different parts 

of a book Sequencing 

familiar stories 

through the use of 

pictures to tell the 

story. Recognising 

initial sounds. Name 

writing activities. 

Engage in extended 

conversations about 

stories, learning new 

vocabulary. 

beginning, middle and 

end. Blend sounds 

into words, so that 

they can read short 

words made up of 

known letter– sound 

correspondences. 

Enjoys an increasing 

range of books 

connecting ideas or 

events 

Can point to front 

cover, back cover, 

spine, blurb, 

illustration, illustrator, 

author and title. 

Word Reading  

Phonics scheme – 

Little Wandle 

Please see our Little Wandle Overview for what phonemes/words will be taught in each term.  

Writing Exploring mark 

making, name writing, 

letter formation  

Letter formation, 

writing simple 2 and 3 

letter words, labels 

Spelling phase 2 

tricky words. 

Letter formation, 

writing labels and 

simple captions  

Spelling phase 2/3 

tricky words. 

Letter formation, 

writing labels and 

simple captions 

Spelling phase 3 

tricky words.  

Writing simple 

sentences using 

capital letters, finger 

spaces and full stops. 

Continuing to develop 

correct letter 

formation. 

Spelling phase 3 

tricky words. 

Writing sentences to 

form simple 

instructions and short 

narratives. Continuing 

to develop correct 

letter formation. 

Spelling phase 4 

tricky words.  

Understanding the 

World Experiences  

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of 

children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them –from visiting parks, libraries and museums to 

meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-



fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as 

building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening 

children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

 Identifying their 

family. Commenting 

on photos of their 

family; naming who 

they can see and of 

what relation they are 

to them.  

Can talk about what 

they do with their 

family and places they 

have been with their 

family – summer 

journals. 

Can draw similarities 

and make 

comparisons between 

other families.  

Name and describe 

people who are 

familiar to them.  

Read fictional stories 

about families and 

start to tell the 

difference between 

real and fiction. Talk 

about members of 

Can talk about what 

they have done with 

their families during 

Christmas’ in the past.   

Show photos of how 

Christmas used to be 

celebrated in the past.  

Use world maps to 

show children where 

some stories are 

based.  

To introduce children 

to a range of fictional 

characters and 

creatures from stories 

and to begin to 

differentiate these 

characters from real 

people in their lives. 

  

Listening to stories 

and placing events in 

chronological order.  

What can we do here 

to take care of 

animals in the jungle? 

Compare animals 

from a jungle to those 

on a farm.  

Explore a range of 

jungle animals. Learn 

their names and label 

their body parts.  

Nocturnal Animals 

Making sense of 

different environments 

and habitats  

Use images, video 

clips, shared texts 

and other resources 

to bring the wider 

world into the 

classroom. Listen to 

what children say 

about what they see 

Discuss how they got 

to school and what 

mode of transport 

they used. 

 Introduce the children 

to a range of transport 

and where they can 

be found.  

Look at the difference 

between transport in 

this country and one 

other country. 

Encourage the 

children to make 

simple comparisons.  

Use bee-bots on 

simple maps. 

Encourage the 

children to use 

navigational 

language.  

Can children talk 

about their homes 

Explore growing 

plants / flowers, being 

able to name some 

parts of a plant or 

flower.  

Growing sun flowers 

and a bean in a bag 

Exploring the effects 

of exercise on our 

bodies and what we 

can do to stay 

healthy. 

Exploring animals, 

their babies and 

notice changes in 

them,  

 
Introduce the children 

to recycling and how it 

can take care of our 

world. Look at what 

rubbish can do to our 

environment and 

animals.  

Create opportunities 

to discuss how we 

care for the natural 

world around us. 

Can children make 

comments on the 

weather, culture, 

clothing, housing.  

Change in living 

things –Changes in 

the leaves, weather, 

seasons, 

Explore the world 

around us and see 

how it changes as we 

enter Summer. 

Provide opportunities 

for children to note 



their immediate family 

and community. 

Navigating around our 

classroom and 

outdoor areas. Create 

treasure hunts to find 

places/ objects within 

our learning 

environment.  

Introduce children to 

different occupations 

and how they use 

transport to help them 

in their jobs.  

Listen to children 

describing and 

commenting on things 

they have seen whilst 

outside, including 

plants and animals.  

After close 

observation, draw 

pictures of the natural 

world, including 

animals and plants 

 

and what there is to 

do near their homes? 

Look out for children 

drawing/painting or 

constructing their 

homes. 

Encourage them to 

comment on what 

their home is like. 

Show photos of the 

children’s homes and 

encourage them to 

draw comparisons.  

Environments –

Features of local 

environment Maps of 

local area Comparing 

places on Google 

Earth –how are they 

similar/different? 

Introduce the children 

to NASA and 

America.  

Introduce children to 

significant figures who 

have been to space 

and begin to 

understand that these 

and record the 

weather. 

Building a ‘Bug Hotel’  

Draw children’s 

attention to the 

immediate 

environment, 

introducing and 

modelling new 

vocabulary where 

appropriate.  

Encourage 

interactions with the 

outdoors to foster 

curiosity and give 

children freedom to 

touch, smell and hear 

the natural world 

around them during 

hands-on 

experiences.  

oLook for children 

incorporating their 

understanding of the 

seasons and weather 

in their play. 

 



events happened 

before they were 

born. 

oCan children 

differentiate between 

land and water.  

oTake children to 

places of worship and 

places of local 

importance to the 

community.  

 

Expressive Arts and 

Design Experiences  

Join in with songs; 

beginning to mix 

colours, join in with 

role play games and 

use resources 

available for props; 

build models using 

construction 

equipment. 

Sing call-and-

response songs, so 

that children can echo 

phrases of songs you 

sing. 

Self-portraits, junk 

modelling, take 

Listen to music and 

make their own 

dances in response. 

Castle models  

Firework pictures, 

Christmas 

decorations, 

Christmas cards, 

Divas, Christmas 

songs/poems 

The use of story 

maps, props, puppets 

& story bags will 

encourage children to 

retell, invent and 

adapt stories. 

Rousseau’s Tiger / 

animal prints /  

Designing homes for 

hibernating animals. 

Collage owls / 

symmetrical 

butterflies  

Children will be 

encouraged to select 

the tools and 

techniques they need 

to assemble materials 

that they are using e.g 

creating animal 

masks. 

Make different 

textures; make  

patterns using 

different colours 

Children will explore 

ways to protect the 

growing of plants by 

designing scarecrows.    

Collage-farm animals 

/ Making houses. 

Pastel drawings, 

printing, patterns on 

Easter eggs, Life 

cycles, Flowers-Sun 

flowers 

Design and make 

rockets. Design and 

make objects they 

may need in space, 

thinking about form 

and function.  

Encourage children to 

create their own 

music.  

Junk modelling, 

houses, bridges boats 

and transport.  

Exploration of other 

countries –dressing 

up in different 

costumes. 

Puppet shows: 

Provide a wide range 

of props for play 

which encourage 

imagination. 

Father’s Day Crafts  

Exploring colour 

mixing and creating 

artwork in the style of 

Wassily Kansinsky 

Provide children with 

a range of materials 

for children to 

construct with. 

 



picture of children’s 

creations and record 

them explaining what 

they did. 

Exploring sounds and 

how they can be 

changed, tapping out 

of simple rhythms.  

Provide opportunities 

to work together to 

develop and realise 

creative ideas.  

 

Role Play Party’s and 

Celebrations Role 

Play of The Nativity  

Making lanterns, 

Chinese writing, 

puppet making, 

Chinese music and 

composition 

Shadow Puppets  

Teach children 

different techniques 

for joining materials, 

such as how to use 

adhesive tape and 

different sorts of glue.  

Mother’s Day crafts 

Easter crafts Home 

Corner role play  

Provide a wide range 

of props for play 

which encourage 

imagination.  

Creating outer of 

space pictures 

Retelling familiar 

stories  

Fruit kebabs / making 

a fruit salad  

Using tools such as a 

peeler and masher to 

cook potatoes and 

make ‘champ’ for St 

Patricks Day. 

 


