
 

Reading at Gorse Hill School 

 

 

Reading Intent 

Our intent is for children to be immersed in a range of genres and age appropriate texts.  

We aim to incorporate our school values through our chosen texts and during our lessons.  

Our intent is to develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and 

purpose.  We aim for all our children to acquire a wide vocabulary for reading, writing and 

spoken language. We aim to ensure all children are given exposure of a rich range of 

vocabulary through the use of quality texts in English and the high level of language used by 

all adults in school as well as the systematic teaching of vocabulary.  The effective teaching 

of reading is linked closely to our teaching of writing to enable high quality outcomes for 

pupils.  English lessons are carefully planned and sequenced in units to build on prior 

learning. Our intent is for children to be able to understand a text in depth and be able to 

answer a range of questions to show their understanding.  We aim to embed and provide a 

lifelong love for reading in all children no matter their ability, background or home life. 

 

 

Reading Implementation  

High quality texts are selected to develop a level of comprehension.  Our teaching develops 

the skills of understanding a text by using a range of questions that enable the children to 

dig deeper into a range of different genres. These questions are look, clue, think, word, text-

to-world, text- to-text, text-to-world. Our teaching of reading works alongside our teaching 

of writing, as well as teaching them the skills that they need to be fluent word readers and 

to have strong comprehension skills.  Our reading curriculum coincides closely with our 

teaching of phonics which develops the children’s reading by segmenting and blending 

sounds.  Our children are given time to read for pleasure and to improve their fluency by 

reading independently or with an adult.  Our curriculum provides us with a range of 

opportunities to develop the language and vocabulary with our children, through high 



quality texts, drama, word of the week, vocabulary rich working walls and a range of 

speaking and listening activities.  

 

 

 


