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Traffic Management & Road Safety 
Swindon Borough Council 
Wat Tyler House West 
Beckhampton 
Swindon 
SN1 2JH 
Direct line: 01793 466251 
Email: ssez@swindon.gov.uk 
 
Ref: TM/SSEZ/Gorse Hill Infant & Jr 
Date: 21 January 2022 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Re – Introduction School Safe Environment Zone (SSEZ) 

We are writing today to provide you with an update regarding the School Safe Environment 
Zone (SSEZ) for Gorse Hill Infant & Junior School.   

The SSEZ programme is the Council’s approach to delivering road safety and congestion 
improvements for schools across Swindon. It is anticipated that SSEZ’s will encompass a 
package of measures that aim to encourage behavioural change and improve safety outside 
and in the vicinity of schools. The design of each SSEZ will be bespoke to the circumstances 
and characteristics of each school, its location and the current behaviours of its pupils and 
parents/carers. Measures will include engineering and / or education based initiatives to 
deliver road safety improvements. 

A 5 year programme of road safety improvements for schools with an annual budget of 
£100,000  was agreed by Cabinet (1st July 2020), with the number of schemes delivered 
each year. Year 1 was completed by March 2021.  Further information of the SSEZ program 
and year 1 of the program can be found on our SSEZ web pages www.swindon.gov.uk/ssez .  

 Schemes are being delivered according to a prioritised list of schools based on a range of 
data to determine individual school rankings. In order to accurately prioritise the schools 
within Swindon, each school has been assessed on the type of school (Primary, Secondary 
etc.) along with the type of carriageway that the school can be accessed from, the 
availability of cycle routes and footpaths, and the speed limit of the road as well as the 
presence of any pedestrian crossing facilities. In addition to this consideration is given to any 
existing ‘School Safety Zone’ features and traffic calming measures. With each of these 
elements having, a different value assigned to them. 

Other factors that have been considered and assigned a value for are the number of pupils 
at the school, the percentage of pupils living within the walk to school threshold who travel 
to school by car, the schools engagement in the Modeshift Stars scheme and any concerns 
that have been raised by Schools/Parents/Residents/Councillors around the school. 

 Road Traffic Collisions data has been collated from the last 3 years. The data will identify 
any collisions that have involved injuries to children between the ages of 5 and 17, between 
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the hours of 07:00 – 09:00 and 15:00 – 17:00 on weekdays, which could reasonably be 
considered to be travelling to or from school with each school being assessed on the 
proximity of these collisions to the school entrance e.g.  (50 metres and 1 kilometre) and the 
severity of the injuries caused to the child. 

As a result of the review and all of the factors above being considered Gorse Hill Infant & 
Junior School was prioritised for inclusion on to the year 2’s SSEZ programme.  

Over the last 10 months, we have been working closely with your school, residents, Police 
and local Ward Councillors to provide a SSEZ scheme.   

The SSEZ scheme for Gorse Hill Infant & Junior School will consist of the following 
interventions. No waiting at any time at the rear vehicle entrance into the school and 
flashing amber 20mph signs on Chapel Street. Lining work for this scheme will be 
undertaken on 16th February 2022.  

Please refer to the attached leaflet and consider other modes of travel to school from the 17 
February 2022.  If you have to drive, please park away from Avening Street and walk into 
school. All parking restrictions will be effective from the 28 February 2022.   

Yours sincerely, 

 

Julie Furneval 

Traffic TRO Technician 


