
History at Gorse Hill Primary 

Curriculum Intent 
At Gorse Hill, we understand the importance of history and how the past has impacted on the 

changes that have occurred and are relevant today. We intend to encourage pupils at Gorse 

Hill to develop a natural curiosity for the past and develop an enquiry-based approach to their 

learning. We are fortunate to be part of an old building rich with history and our own artefacts 

that link to our school, such as our school log books. Gorse Hill also benefit from being located 

in an area surrounded by history. Within walking distance, we have the Great Western 

Railway, and, in the surrounding area of Swindon, the Roman Baths and Stonehenge. We aim 

to take full advantage of this in order to create an experience for the pupils which enriches 

their learning and inspires, motivates and develops their curiosity. 

We aim to produce a balanced and well thought out curriculum, based from the National 

Curriculum document, which is progressive and outlines the intended historical skills and areas 

of focus. We understand at Gorse Hill that knowledge is important for children, however we 

also place equal importance on the historical skills and focus on how these skills can transfer 

into other historical concepts and areas of learning. We intend to offer different opportunities 

to develop and progress pupils’ historical skills through cross curricular activities, so that pupils 

can understand that certain concepts extend further across various subjects, such as art. 

Our intent is to allow our pupils the experiences required in order to understand historical 

concepts by acting as historians and working to find out about the people, events and different 

periods of study. Therefore, we aim to offer opportunities for pupils to develop their 

understanding through the use of a variety of experiences, sources, visitors and artefacts 

which encourage them to acquire knowledge and develop an understanding with subject rich 

vocabulary. 

Implementation 

Using the National Curriculum as a starting point, we have developed a progression of topics 

that develop across the school through our Curriculum Map. 

Each year group focuses on a different period of history, which can be built upon as they 

progress through the school. Each year group has an opportunity to focus on various historical 

figures, events and periods in history. We encourage staff to plan cross curricular links, where 

appropriate, to make links and apply historical knowledge and skills. For example, when 

focussing on the Roman Empire, pupils will be exposed to mosaics within art. This way pupils 

can learn about ways in which the Romans used mosaics, while applying their knowledge of 

how Romans developed their skills within a combined art and history lesson. 



Within our curriculum we have developed a skills document that demonstrates a progression 

of the skills that need to be taught across each year group. Each area of the skills required 

progress across each year group, developing on the previous year’s skills. These are used to 

inform, plan and assess in history, with each skill progressing alongside the pupils. 

- Chronological knowledge/ understanding (understanding periods of time and where 

they are placed in history) 

- Historical terms (Vocabulary) 

- Historical enquiry (Using evidence and communicating ideas) 

- Interpretations of history (Using sources of information) 

- Continuity and change   

- Cause and consequence 

- Similarities and differences 

- Significance (Recognising people and events of significant importance) 

The use of subject specific vocabulary and historical terms will be planned for and modelled by 

teachers within lessons. Vocabulary obtained from these lessons will be made available for 

pupils to refer to throughout the topic on topic displays. Alongside this, pupils will be exposed 

to the use of a timeline, which will be continuously added to and developed throughout the 

school year for pupils to refer to.  

Wherever possible, teachers will plan opportunities for learning history through trips to the 

local area, historical sites or museums. It is important at Gorse Hill for pupils to be exposed to 

these experiences in order to develop their curiosity, deepen their understanding of historical 

concepts and apply this in history lessons and other contexts. Teachers are also encouraged to 

introduce the various replicas and artefacts we have available in the school to encourage 

pupils to engage in an enquiry-based approach through levels of questioning:  

- What do I already know? – What do you notice? 

- What can I infer? – Based on previous knowledge. 

- What do I want to know? 

- How will I find out? 

Staff and pupils will be encouraged to observe these primary and secondary sources, 

identifying if they reliable, rich and relevant to the topic they are focussing on, whether this is 

for staff planning for a lesson or pupils conducting their own research. 

 


