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Introduction 

GHS is situated in a built up area of Swindon approximately two miles from the town centre. 
Parents and staff are aware of problems with the misuse of drugs, solvent and alcohol abuse 
taking place very close to the school premises. With this in mind the drugs, alcohol and 
tobacco policy has been formulated. 

 

Drugs 

Under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, it is generally illegal to possess or supply a drug covered 
by the Act, unless authorised (e.g. possessing drugs supplied for personal medical use). 
Solvents are dangerous substances as well. Under the Intoxicating Substances (Supply) Act 
1965, it is illegal for anyone to supply or offer to supply a substance if they know or believe 
that the substance being supplied will be inhaled by a person under 18 for the purpose of 
intoxication. Should the school be informed of such events taking place outside the school, in 
places the children will access on the way to or from school the police will be informed. 

 

Aims 

· To ensure GHS is free from illegal drugs (and solvents). 
· To educate the pupils (according to their understanding) on the effects of drugs (the 

safe use of medicine) and solvents on the mind and body. 
· To provide the children with opportunities to practice the personal and social skills 

and the strategies needed to deal with situations involving drugs. 
· To enable parents to acquire knowledge and support. 
· To identify pupils who live with adults involved in illegal drug abuse and provide them 

with appropriate support. 

Any adult involved in illegal drugs when he/she is under the school’s authority can expect to 
be asked to leave the school site and the police informed. Being under the school’s authority 
means:  

· throughout the school day, whether on or off the school premises 
· whenever he/she is involved in any activity organised by the school 
· whenever he/she is identifiable as a member of the school 

In addition, where it has been brought to the attention of the Head Teacher that a member 
of staff has been formally cautioned by the police for the possession of an illegal drug the 
school reserves the right to take the matter further. 

 

 

 



 

Suspicious substances and needles 

In the event of finding a suspicious substance do not touch, leave an adult to supervise the 
substance, inform the head teacher, use gloves to pick up the package and place in a plastic 
bag, call the police. If unsure of the package leave in place, inform the head teacher and call 
the police. 

Needles – see appendix A. Safe system of work and risk assessment for needles. 

 

Tobacco 

Smoking is the single most preventable cause of premature death and ill health in our society. 
GHS is a smoke free site and through curriculum lessons and talks from appropriate visitors 
we aim to give the pupils the message that smoking creates health problems for smokers and 
non smokers alike. The Children and Young Persons Act (protection from Tobacco) made it 
an offence for children under the age of 16 and under to be sold tobacco. 

 

Aims 

· To ensure that cigarette smoking is not tolerated at the school. 
· To educate pupils (according to their understanding) as to the immediate dangers of 

smoking. 
· To encourage members of staff who smoke to break free from the habit. 

Although the school does not tolerate smoking on the school premises we acknowledge the 
needs of members of staff who do smoke and make arrangements for their needs. 

 

Alcohol 

Alcohol is a depressant drug, particularly when taken in large quantities. According to recent 
statistics a large number of 15 year olds drink more than the recommended safe limit for 
adults. If drunk in sensible amounts, alcohol may produce feelings of relaxation and health 
risks are considerably reduced if drinkers keep below the recommended levels. However, 
even at low levels, the potential for serious accidents arises. 

The Licensing Act of 1964 makes it generally illegal for alcohol to be sold to anyone under 
the age of 18, or for a person under 18 to buy alcohol. 

 

Aims 

· To develop knowledge and understanding about alcohol as a drug and its effects on 
the body. 

· To support children living with adults who abuse alcohol. 
· To introduce the pupils as to the place of alcohol in the political, social and economic 

environment in which it exists. 



 

Drinking, or being in possession of alcohol is prohibited 

In the school buildings or grounds (except for formal staff occasions sanctioned by the head 
teacher or governors). 

 

Support for parents 

When appropriate, the school will refer parents who ask for support to outside agencies for 
advice. 

 

Education programme 

The school uses lessons in PSHE&C (Jigsaw), science, assemblies and outside agencies to 
educate the children in drug, alcohol and tobacco awareness. 

 


