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Introduction 

At Gorse Hill School we believe that Collective Worship should aim to 

· Give expression to, reaffirm and practice the values of the school community and 
promote British values of respect for the law, democracy, equality and tolerance of 
different faiths and religious and other beliefs. 

· Strengthen and support the school community and individual members. 
· Provide an experience that promotes the social, moral, spiritual and cultural 

development of pupils 
· Introduce children to the concept of worship 
· Provide an opportunity for personal and shared reflection and response to 

fundamental questions of life and those that are of eternal concern and value to 
human beings 

· Be based on a broadly Christian nature whilst also reflecting other faiths 
· Celebrate and give thanks for achievements within the school, local and international 

community and occasions of significance, including festivals 
· Foster a respect for self and engender a concern for the needs of others. 

 

Worship 

Worship is that process through which individuals affirm those things, which are of “worth” 
to them, be it an appreciation of the spiritual, a moral concern, a shared ethos. 

 

Collective Worship 

Collective Worship can be related to the day-to-day life, aspirations and concerns of the 
pupils and the school, and must preserve the integrity of all its members. They can come 
together to affirm and celebrate experiences of worth to them all. We recognise the 
importance of collective worship as a pre-curser to philosophy. 

As an Academy school the funding agreement states that each pupil must take part in a daily 
act of collective worship unless their parents have withdrawn them. The collective worship 
must be mainly of a broadly Christian character but can reflect the religious backgrounds 
represented in the community, as long as the majority of provision is broadly Christian. The 
following principles apply 

Responsibility for arranging school worship in community schools rests with the head teacher 
after consultation with the governing body. 

 

· All pupils take part in a daily act of collective worship. 
· There is a mixture of a single acts of worship for all pupils or separate acts for pupils 

of different age groups/school groups. 



 

· Collective Worship may be held at any time during the school day, either on or off 
the school premises. 

· The head teacher/teachers have the right to withdraw from the Act of Collective 
Worship, however the head teacher maintains statutory accountability. 

To ensure this requirement in this school’ By ‘broadly Christian’ means 

· Worship contains some elements, which accord special status to Jesus Christ, his 
teaching and actions, e.g. The Sermon on the Mount and Miracles of Healing. 

· Exploration of the belief that in the person and example of Jesus Christ - God can 
be seen in a unique way. 

· Collective Worship organised by the school will be of a ‘wholly or broadly Christian 
character’ and not distinctive of any particular Christian denomination. 

· Sharing with the children the Christian belief that all Christians are called to continue 
in Jesus’ work of love and compassion for their fellow human beings - through the 
explorations of key concepts of love, trust, forgiveness, mercy, humility, courage and 
integrity, respect for life, justice, co-operation and service, honesty and truthfulness. 

· As a school with a range of children who come from a range of different faiths we 
look to embrace the key tenets of these faiths. 

 

Withdrawal 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Collective Worship. This school 
expects that withdrawal will only be made following discussions with the head teacher 
followed by written confirmation of withdrawal. The school will make arrangements to 
supervise withdrawn children but no additional or set work will be followed during this time. 

Teachers and head teachers wishing to withdraw from Collective Worship must apply in 
writing to the Chair of governors giving a full explanation of the reason for withdrawal. The 
head teacher maintains statutory accountability even if the right to withdraw is granted by the 
governing body. 

 

Visitors at assembly 

Visitors from different Christian domination’s and world faiths, workers in the community 
and parents with special interests are welcome to take assembly following discussion with the 
head teacher where the context in which they will be operating will be explained.   

 

Class Assemblies 

Parents are invited to attend class assemblies throughout the year. Dates are agreed with 
teachers at the beginning of the academic year. 

 

 



 

Collective Worship Organisation 

The school provides a daily act of worship for all children. The Collective Worship provided 
is mainly and broadly Christian in nature but we also acknowledge the value of other world 
religions. We explore moral and religious themes, highlight certain aspects of school life and 
share achievements and experiences. Much basic social and moral training, which is essential 
for young children and is developed in the classroom through PHSE and Circle Time is 
reinforced in assemblies. 

 

Delivery method 

The adult leading assembly delivers Collective Worship in a format they find comfortable the 
following are encouraged to instil a worshipful attitude: 

· Children come into the hall quietly 
· Music related to the theme or context is playing while classes arrive and time is 

allowed to appreciate the music. 
· There is time for reflection and/or prayer. 
· Structure 

School Worship, led by Senior Leaders and Teachers, cover a range of aspects including: 

· Values 
· Religious themes 
· Special Visitors 
· World Days 
· Celebration and Achievement 

A timetable outlining when these take place is agreed at the beginning of the school year and 
shared in the staff handbook. 


