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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I have been delighted with how brilliantly our pupils have settled back into school following the 

summer break. The Senior Leadership Team have spent time over the last few weeks visiting lessons 

on a regular basis and looking at the children's books and i t is great to see that already, our pupils 
are showing high expectations of themselves. 

As you may be aware, at the start of this year, we implemented our new Behaviour Policy which all 

staff have received training on. This places an emphasis on positive recognition and reward and 

within every classroom there is a Recognition Board which displays our CARE Values and learning 

behaviours. It has been good to see that our pupils are regularly being recognised for showing our 
values and positive learning behaviours within lessons and receiving recognition for this. 

At the start of this term, we launched our House System and it was lovely to see the children so 

excited to find out which House they are a part of. Each week, the children find out which House 

Team is in the lead (currently Yellow Air - but just!) based on the number of House points that the 

team has collected. It has been a pleasure to award some of our pupils with House points in Friday's 

celebration assembly when they receive the Headteacher CARE Values Certificate. Our badges have 

now arrived and we look forward to awarding Bronze badges to children when they achieve 100 

House Points. I would also like to thank parents and carers for ensuring that pupils come dressed in 

their House t-shirts for PE lessons and, at the end of this term, we will be holding our first House 

team sports tournament. 

At the end of this term, we will be holding Parents' Evening and this is an excellent opportunity for 

you to discuss your child's start to the year and progress to date with your child's class teacher and 

also have a chance to look at the work they have been doing in their books. Our newsletter will 

continue to be sent electronically every three weeks over the course of the year. This, electronic 

letters, text messaging and our website will be our main forms of communication. If you are not 

receiving text messages and/or e-mails, please contact our office team so that we can check your 

details are most up to date with you. 



Finally, a polite reminder that children should not be left unsupervised on the playground in the 

morning. They need to be supervised by a parent/carer until they are met by their class teacher. The 

exception to this is for pupils in Year 6 who may have permission to walk to and from school alon e (if 
this is the case, please ensure you contact the school to give consent).  

Thank you for your support so far this year, and we all very much look forward to working with you.  

Yours sincerely, 

Mr Luke Graham 

Principal 

How you can support Gorse Hill on Census Day. 

Census day for schools this year is Thursday 7th October.  On this day we report how many pupils 

take up their offer of Universal Free School Meals or Free School Meals  - funding is then paid to the 
school based on this information.  

This is why we encourage as many pupils as possible to take up a school meal on this day. Please 
support us by booking your child a school dinner on this day.  

We have put on a well liked menu to encourage as many pupils as possible to take part in school 

lunches.  Hopefully, it will encourage pupils entitled to the funding to take up other hot meals 
throughout the year.  

Pupils in certain year groups will also receive the opportunity to have a food tasting experience on 
this day. 

Thursday 7th October 2021 Meal Change: 

Main Option  - Sausage in a roll with onion served with wedges, coleslaw and salad 

Vegetarian Option  - Cheese and Tomato Pizza 

Dessert Option  - Chocolate and Mandarin cake with Chocolate Sauce OR Fresh Fruit Salad 

Summer Reading Challenge 

 



Well done to the pupils in Yellow Air for successfully completing the Summer Reading Challenge, 

your dedication and commitment through the summer holidays have earnt you 5 house points each 

- way to go! 

If your child(ren) completed the Summer Reading Challenge please bring the certificate into school 
and earn house points for your team! 

Homework 

 

Homework is set on a Friday and should be completed by the following Thursday. Mathletics, TTRS 

and Reading Eggs are all used for homework. Please support your child in logging onto a device, so 
that they can complete the work set by their teacher.   

If you have any questions regarding the online homework please contact the school office on 01793 
523800.  

House teams 

 

Ways to earn points: 

• Demonstrate our CARE values 

• Enter the Shield competition for the House design 

• Complete the Summer Reading Challenge 

• Excellent attendance (100% attendance in a term)  



Mini Police for Year  5 Pupils 

 

Mini Police is back! 

This is a fantastic opportunity for Year 5 pupils to support the wider community working with Gorse 
Hill School and Wiltshire Police.    

An application form and more information will be given to pupils during class. 



Times Tables Rockstars 

 

We all enjoyed our Times Table Rock Stars launch day on Friday 10th September. Everyone looked 

great in their rock star costumes and each class had a focus on times table facts for the day. All 

children from Year 2 to Year 6 should now have access to the site and can improve their rock speed 

by playing studio games. We already have quite a few rock stars (with an average speed of less than 

3s per question) in the school, proving that practice really does make all the difference. We look 

forwards to seeing who the next Times Table Rock Stars will be.  

Harvest Donations 2021 

 

Each year, we collect non-perishable, tinned and packet food which is then donated to the Swindon 

Food Collective (Swindon’s food bank). It is then distributed to those in need helping individuals and 

families that are finding it hard to feed themselves because of low wages, family crisis, delayed 
payments, redundancy, bereavement and/or sickness.  

This year Swindon Food Bank are also requesting non food items such as cleaning cloths, toilet rolls, 

anti-bacterial wipes, toothpaste and toothbrushes  

Please bring your donations into school from Wednesday 29th September.  The donations are being 
collected by Swindon Food Bank on Friday 1st October. 



 

Making your Secondary School choice for Sept 2022 

If your child is in Year 6, you will need to apply for a secondary school place and to help you decide 

on which Secondary school is best for your child, schools are holding open events. Dates we are 
aware of are: 

Nova Hreod Secondary School, Open Event - 5th October 2021 and 14th October 2021 from 9-11am 

St Joseph's Catholic College, Open Event - Wednesday 29th September from 6.00pm 

 

1 September 2021 - Application period opens. You can make your application online1. 

31 October 2021 Secondary application closing date. 

You can make an application after this date, but it will be a late application2. Late applications are 

not considered until all on-time applications have been considered and allocated. 

Parents Evening - Home Learning Agreement 

 

Parents' Evening will take place at Gorse Hill Primary School on Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th 

October.  During this meeting you will have the opportunity to discuss your child's start to the year, 

their progress to date and also look at the work they have been doing in their books. The Home -
School Agreement will also be shared with you.   

                                                                 
1https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20071/school_places_and_admissions/424/secondary_school_places_and

_admissions/3 
2https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20071/school_places_and_admissions/424/secondary_school_places_and
_admissions/3#late 

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20071/school_places_and_admissions/424/secondary_school_places_and_admissions/3
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20071/school_places_and_admissions/424/secondary_school_places_and_admissions/3
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20071/school_places_and_admissions/424/secondary_school_places_and_admissions/3#late
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20071/school_places_and_admissions/424/secondary_school_places_and_admissions/3#late


Discover Swindon with Beat the Street 

Resources went home earlier this week for the fun, free, walking, cycling and rolling game!  

How far will you go? Visit beatthestreet.me/swindon to find out more. 


