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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that this newsletter finds you and your family safe and well.  

Prior to the half-term, our pupils took part in the first House sports tournament of the year. This was 

a football tournament and I am delighted to inform you that Green Earth won. In return, Green 

Earth have received a House trophy in recognition for their collective achievement. At the end of this 
term, we will be holding another sports-based House tournament.  

This week, we have been speaking with the children about the significance of Remembrance Day and 

linking this to our value of Respect. On Thursday 11th, we stopped at 11am for 2 minutes' silence as 

a mark of respect.  

To signify our commitment to Remembrance we sold poppies, silicon wristbands and reflectors.  

Thank you to everyone who made a donation or bought an item for Remembrance . Your donations 
are greatly appreciated.  

I look forward to working with you all over the course of this term. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr Luke Graham 

Principal 



 

 

Introducing Author of the Term  

 



 

It is important that all children develop a love and thirst for reading, therefore we are excited to 

introduce 'Author of the Term' as a way of promoting books written by different authors to our 
children, in turn encouraging them to read a variety of books from different authors.  

This term, our chosen author for Key Stage 2 is Cressida Cowell and our chosen author for Key Stage 
1 is Julia Donaldson. 

There are several books in school that the children can borrow. They are encouraged to research the 

authors and read their books at home. Children can write reading reviews, make book 
recommendations and draw pictures which can also be added to our displays.   

Happy reading! 

 



 

Key Stage 2 Reading Area 

 

As you may be aware, we have made a significant investment into providing high quality reading 

books for our pupils. In Key Stage 2, we have developed a beautiful reading area which the children 
can enjoy finding a book from and reading in - a quiet place that invites pupils to sit and read! 

A message from Chair of Governors Ian Cooke 

 



 

School governors and trustees make a valuable contribution to children ’s education, opportunities 
and futures. 

Being a school governor or trustee is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. It gives you the chance 

to make a real difference to young people, give something back to your local community and use 
and develop your skills in a board-level environment. 

The local governing body provides strategic leadership and accountability in schools.  

I am delighted to welcome two new members to our Local Board of  Governors during this school 
year: Parent Governor Sarah Rutherford and Community Governor Laura Dent.  

Whilst we do not have any vacancies at the moment, if you are interested in being a school governor 

please enquire in the school office.  

Christmas Dinner - 15th December 2021 

Pupils will enjoy a traditional Christmas Dinner on Wednesday 15th December . Please sign your 
child up on ParentPay as soon as possible so our Catering Team can order the correct quantities.  

Please note: Jacket Potatoes will not be an option on this day. 

Fun Food Roadshow for Years 1 - 6 Postponed  

THIS EVENT HAS BEEN POSTPONED DUE TO A LOCAL INCREASE IN COVID 

In order to promote healthy eating and healthy lifestyles for our pupils, we had planned on hosting 
an exciting roadshow which is all about healthy food, based on the Ready, Steady, Cook TV show.  

Whilst the roadshow will not go ahead on the date planned, we will be rescheduling this for later on 
in the academic year. 

Gorse Hill Baptist Church 

 

Support from our local community has never been more generous.  

The local Baptist Church has reached out and reminded us that they are continuing with the Boxes 

of Hope food project. They are continuing to deliver food parcels to many families that are struggling 
financially around the town.  

If you feel you could benefit from this support, you can let a member of the Inclusion team know 
confidentially.  



A reminder that the Baptist Church also has a 'Community Fridge' and they are open three times a 
week: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 11am-2pm.  

Pro-Strike Fundraiser 15th November 

On Monday 15th November, we are really excited to have ‘ProStrike’ in school with us for the day. 

Bringing with them experienced staff, footballs and a giant inflatable goal, they will help us to raise 
money for the school through a Sponsored Football Fun Day! 

Your child will be able to take three shots at the goal, which is f itted with an infra-red camera that 

catches the speed of the kick, in order to see who has the quickest kick at Gorse Hill Primary School. 

Every child in the school gets to take part, so it’s a really fun day with an added element of 
competition, too! 

We have sent home a sponsorship form if your child wishes to take part in the fundraising, Not only 

will the children be raising money for school, but they have the chance to win themselves prizes. 

Each child receives a certificate just for taking part, but there is the opportunity for individual 
children to win wristbands, water bottles and even footballs just from the sponsorship of the event. 

Half the money we raise from this event will come directly to the school, which we can spend on 

equipment to enhance the children’s learning experiences across the curriculum. The other 50% 
goes to ‘Prostrike’ to cover the costs of promotional materials, their visit and the children’s prizes. 

We are really excited for ‘Prostrike’ to join us, and hope that your child is excited too. 

Please note - WE CANNOT ACCEPT CASH IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE - PLEASE MAKE YOUR DONATIONS 
ONLINE. 

Online Safety 

 

In June 2021, we highlighted why Online Safety is so important, here's a reminder why it's a good 
idea to stay safe online. 

The internet has become an embedded part of our lives.  It is important that adults and children feel 

safe when online and engaging in activity. According to the UK's Safer Internet Team, you don't have 

to be an IT expert to keep you or your child safe onl ine. By taking a few steps, you can alleviate 
potential threats to you or your child. 

Start by talking to your child, ask about their favourite site and what they have been visiting recently. 

Take time to find out what they are into at the moment.  Spend a few moments to visit the sites 



together. It's important that you encourage your child to discuss any concerns they have with you.  
Ask your child what they know about internet and safety and elaborate on their knowledge.  

Set parental controls and find out what the age restrictions are for any new or trending sites.  

There are a range of resources that are all about online safety on our school website. You can find 

these by clicking the tab 'Learning & Education' and then 'Learning Links'.  

Road Safety Week - 15th November 

The theme to this years road safety is Road Safety Hero's a celebration of all those road safety 

professionals that work tirelessly to keep us safe. It's important that all pupils and parents are aware 

of their road safety responsibilities.  

Whilst we are on the topic of Road Safety .... 

A gentle reminder that driving up Avening Street to park in front of the school is not safe. As you 

know, there are double yellow lines and restricted parking after 8am each day. Therefore, there are 

no parking places and because of the volume of children and parents on the street, it is highly 

dangerous. It is all of our responsibility to keep everyone safe and so your co-operation is very much 
appreciated. 

Children in Need Friday 19th November 

 

https://youtu.be/d1uiZ8v56C4 

We are inviting all pupils to support Children in Need on Friday 19th November by wearing non-

school uniform. In return, we would appreciate a £1 donation which will be donated to Children in 
Need to support the fantastic work that the charity does. 

For over half a century, BBC’s Children in Need have been raising money for young people in the UK 

who are in need of help. Pudsey Bear has become an icon of this charity and the fundraising they  do. 

Last year, Children in Need raised an incredible £57 million and this is a great opportunity for our 
pupils to see whether they can support Children in Need to raise even more money this year.  

We would appreciate a £1 donation, but welcome any amount as every contribution adds up! You 

can make your donation through Parent Pay. 

Thank you for your support with this great cause. 

https://youtu.be/d1uiZ8v56C4
https://youtu.be/d1uiZ8v56C4


Home Work 

THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXTRACT FROM GORSE HILL PRIMARY SCHOOLS HOMEWORK POLICY.  THE 
POLICY AND MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE. 

Rationale for homework: 

Homework is a very important part of a child’s education and can add much to a child’s 

development. We recognise the mutual support of parents and teachers in encouraging them to 

learn both at home and at school. We see homework as an important way of establishing a 

successful dialogue between teachers and parents. One of the aims of our school is for children to 

develop as independent learners. 

One of our school’s CARE Values is ‘Responsibility’ and we see homework as one way in encouraging 
our pupils to take responsibility for their learning and personal growth.  

We believe that homework is one of the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of 

independent learning. Homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. We also 

acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child ’s growth and development. While 

homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range of out -of-
school clubs and organisations that play an important part in the lives of many children. 

Christmas Toy Appeal 

Churches in Swindon are running their fifth Christmas Toy Appeal to bring a little hope and 

happiness to families living in desperate need. Churches are asking for donations of new toys to suit 
ages 0-16, to be dropped off at one of our donation points, no later than Monday 06 December.  

For donation drop off points, toy ideas and our giving page, head to: gcswindon.org.uk/toy -appeal  

 

We finish for the Christmas holidays on Friday 17th December at 1pm for everyone in Reception - 

Year 6. 

Nursery will be open from 8.30am - 11.30 as normal for the morning pupils and 8.30am - 12.30pm 
for any 30hrs pupils. 


