
Gorse Hill Primary School     Newsletter                                          
May 2021 

 

 

A message from the Principal, Luke Graham 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope that you and your family had both an enjoyable and restful Bank Holiday weekend! I would 
like to take this opportunity to update you on some developments at Gorse Hill School.  

Over the last couple of weeks, it has been wonderful to see our CARE values being embraced so 

wholeheartedly by staff, pupils and our school community. Headteacher Certificates have been 

awarded in our Dazzlers assembly celebrating the success of the pupils who have actively 
demonstrated our CARE values and for showing that they have been the best versions of themselves.  

CARE values: Courage, Appreciation, Respect, Responsibility and Excellence. 

 

A new House System: 

In order to support the children’s pastoral development through promoting both collegiality, 

collective reward and healthy competition, in the not too distant future, we will be introducing a 

House System at Gorse Hill School. Each child in every year group will be allocated a House Team, for 

which they will remain in during their primary school career. Once established, the House System 

will involve a range of events, including sport and music, as well as assemblies – this is a fantastic 

way of enabling the children to feel a proud part of a community within our school community and 
build allegiance and loyalty to their House Team! 

This week, I asked the children to vote on the theme for our House Team names and I am delighted 

to inform you that the most popular vote is ‘the elements’. As a result, once rolled out, our four 

House Teams will be: 

• Blue Water 

• Red Fire 

• Green Earth 



• Yellow Air  

Further information about our House System will be shared in due course, and we will of course 

inform you when your child/ren have been assigned to their House Team so you know which House 

they belong to.  

Modern Foreign Languages 

I am delighted to inform you that our Year 5 and 6 children have started to learn French as their 

primary modern foreign language. In the second half of the summer term, French lessons will be 

introduced to our Year 3 and 4 pupils. Modern foreign languages are  an important part of our 

national primary curriculum and not only equip children with the fundamental language skills of a 

foreign language, but also allow them to learn about the history and culture of that country too. 
Merveilleux (Marvellous)! 

It's never been more important to look after each other ands ourselves, and below you will find 

useful links and information on a wide range of services that can support practically, emotionally and 
financially. 

Gorse Hill Primary School and Nursery 

September 2021 Spaces 

We have spaces available in our nursery from September 2021.  In Nursery, learning takes place 

through carefully planned, play-based learning opportunities, which are led by our highly trained 

Early Years Practitioners.  If you have a child that is about to have a 3rd birthday and you're 
interested in joining our nursery please contact the school office on office@gorsehill.swindon.sch.uk  
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Speak out. Stay safe. 

I am pleased to tell you that this term we will be participating in the NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. 

online programme.  This consists of an online assembly and supporting classroom based 

activities.  Speak out. Stay safe.  is a safeguarding programme available to all primary schools in the 

UK and Channel Islands.  It aims to help children understand abuse in all its forms and to recognise 

the signs of abuse in a child friendly, interactive way. Children are taught to speak out if they are 

worried, either to a trusted adult or Childline. 

If you would like to know more about the Speak out. Stay safe. programme you can find more 

information on the NSPCC website www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout or I would be happy to discuss any 
questions that you may have. 

 

Staying Covid Safe 

Whilst I hope you're enjoying some of the lockdown restrictions, we must not become complacent 

with our Covid Regime and would like to remind everyone that in order to stay as Covid Safe we 
need to continue to: 

• Wear face masks, covering our nose and mouth 

• Keep to the one way system we have implemented 

• Minimise contact with others by being punctual for drop off / pick up 

• Sanitize hands frequently 

• Ensure your child has everything they need for their school day 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout


 

Have your circumstances changed? 

If your financial circumstances have changed in the last 12 months you could be entitled to:  

Free School Meals 

For every child at our school that is registered as a receiver of Free School Meals, our school receives 

significant funding through the pupil premium scheme that can be used to provide additional 

services for your child. As a result, by registering your child for free school meals you are supporting 
your child's school and their education. 

The application process for FSM is run by the local authority. The best place to start the process is on 

the following website: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals.  

Census Day Menu 

Thursday 20th May 2021 

Sausage in a roll with onions OR Cheese and Tomato Pizza 

                              Served with 

Potato Wedges, Baked Beans, Coleslaw and Salad 

                              Followed by 

Chocolate and Mandarin Cake with Chocolate Sauce OR Fruit Platter 

 Please book your child's lunch on Parentpay 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals


Local Governing Board 

We are looking for 2 Local Parent Co-opted Governors who are keen to join us on our journey 

developing our Academy year on year. We are looking for you to demonstrate a commitment to 

governance, to ask questions, to visit and to know our strengths and weaknesses and monitor 

progress. You will need to be able to work as a member of our team delivering the role as delegated 

by the Board of Trustees. We will support you with training and help you develop a sound 

knowledge of the Ofsted Framework as we progress through our exciting journey. You will need to 

be able to consider initiatives and outcomes in the best interests of the school and the White Horse 
Federation. Application deadline Friday 7th May.  

For more information please see our school website: https://gorsehill.swindon.sch.uk/about/local-

governing-body 

 

 

1 - Chair of Governors 

Mr Ian Cooke 

If you need support with beating the blues or finances you may find this link useful:  

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20024/health_and_wellbeing/214/mental_wellbeing/3 

 


