Gorse Hill Primary School Handbook 2020-2021

Head teacher—Mrs D. Marklove
Gorse Hill Primary School
Avening Street
Gorse Hill
SN2 8BZ

Phone: 01793 523800
Email: office@gorsehill.swindon.sch.uk

Welcome to Gorse Hill Primary School

Mrs D. Marklove
Principal

Reception Staff

Miss Taylor – Class Teacher

Mrs Monteiro – Teaching Assistant

Mrs King – Class Teacher

Miss Ricketts – Teaching Assistant

The school day
School starts at 8:30am.

School finishes at 3.10pm—1pm on Friday.

Please let us know if someone else is collecting your child. You will need
to let the class teacher know in the morning or ring the school office.

Classroom Learning
Your child will do lots of learning activities in the classroom. They will
choose some of the activities that they do:

Reading

Maths

Art

Building

Outside Learning
Your child will do lots of activities outside. They will need:

Wellies

Coat

Reading

Assessment
At Gorse Hill School we use ‘Tapestry, Online Learning
Journal’ to record your child’s learning.

You will be issued with your own login details for Tapestry so that you can access your child’s individual learning
journal online. These logins will be given to you before your child starts school.
You can use Tapestry on a computer
mobile phone .

or on a

School Uniform
Girls:

Blue cardigan or jumper

Black shoes

White shirt or polo shirt

Grey Skirt
or dress

Boys:

Blue jumper

Black shoes

White shirt or polo shirt

Grey trousers

All children must wear a school uniform. School sweatshirts, cardigans and T-shirts with
a logo may be purchased from our school website:
https://gorsehill.swindon.sch.uk/information-for-parents/school-uniforms

All children need a book bag

and a water bottle.

PE Kit

All children will need a PE kit that is kept in a drawstring bag

White t-shirt

Blue or black shorts

Blue or black jumper

Please ensure that all clothing/shoes are clearly labelled with your child’s name
in permanent pen/named tape/shoe labels.

General School Information
Payments into school
We use an online payment system for the majority of payments into school. Once
your child has started you will be given your logon for Parent Pay. It is an ‘app’ that
can be installed on a PC, phone or iPad.

Universal Free School Meals
All children in Reception and KS1 are offered free school meals. Our
meals are made fresh daily and offer a nutritious, varied option.
School meals need to be ordered a week in advance through Parent Pay.
You may prefer your child can bring a packed lunch.

Milk
Free milk is available until your child reaches their 5th birthday. Once they are 5 it is
still subsidised, and is very good value. Cool Milk forms are available from the
school office or you can book directly at www.coolmilk.com. You do still need to
register even if your child is 4 and not eligible to pay yet.

Snacks
Children in Reception and KS1 are provided with a piece of fruit every day to encourage healthy eating habits.

Friday After School Club
School finishes at 1pm every Friday afternoon. We offer an after school club runs
until 3pm every Friday. There is a charge for the service.

Attendance and Holiday during Term Time
Attendance, Punctuality and Absences
We aim for all children to attend school everyday. If your child is poorly, we do ask
that you let us know by 8.20am by ringing the school
01793 523800 and leaving
a message.

Holidays in term time
Unfortunately, children should not take holidays during school time. The White
Horse Federation policy on holidays is available on TWHF website.
Schoop
Schoop is an app that we use to contact parents with information, eg to let you know
of activities taking place in school. Our school Schoop ID is 18533.

Safeguarding
Gorse Hill School’s Safeguarding Team
The Designated Safeguarding Lead at Gorse Hill School is:
Mrs D Marklove—Principal
The Deputy Safeguarding Leads are:

Mrs Thompson

Mrs Ginger

Mrs Francis

Chair of Governors with responsibility for Safeguarding - Ian Cooke

Mrs Edwards

Pastoral Care
At Gorse Hill Primary School we have an experienced pastoral team who support
children with learning behaviours, social and emotional difficulties, self esteem
and friendship worries.

Mrs Thompson – SENCo

Mrs Ginger – Inclusion Manager

Mrs Galvin – Learning Mentor

Mrs Thompson manages our SEND provision and provides support and advice
to both parents and teaching staff around all issues of inclusion and attendance.
Mrs Galvin is our learning mentor for EYFS and Key Stage 1. She supports with
individual children and groups of children in the classrooms.

Contact Information
If you have any questions please contact Mrs Rouse or Mrs Burton in the
school office. Contact detail are outlined below:

School:

01793 523800

Email:

office@gorsehill.swindon.sch.uk

Website:

https://gorsehill.swindon.sch.uk/

We are very proud of our website and regularly update it to keep you informed
of all the great activities that go on in school.

We hope that you have found this booklet informative. If you have any further
questions, please feel free to contact us in school.

We look forward to your child joining our school and developing a long and
supportive partnership with you.

