
Covid-19 Teaching and Learning Contingency Plan September 2020  

 
 
The school have considered the challenges presented during the initial Covid-19 lockdown in regards to Distance Learning (highlighted in Parent survey and NFER’s 

published “The challenges facing schools and pupils in September 2020)  

 

 

Approaches used during Lockdown Barriers for pupils and families Success elements Considerations for including going 
forward 

Online videos from TWHF staff including 
GHS 

Inadequate access to IT screens 
Families unable to accommodate a 
variety of age ranges in the home 
Pupils responded more positively to a 
familiar teacher 

The videos were of a good standard 
The learning meet the needs of the age 
group it was aimed at 
The activity was ‘home friendly’ 

GHS staff to produce videos as much as 
possible (a familiar face) 
There needs to be a blended approach 
not an over reliance on screens 
Learning to be linked to in class learning 
that is happening now  
Teaching and learning also considers all 
pupils needs (SEN, EAL) 

Uploaded work from class teachers Inadequate access to IT screens 
Families unable to accommodate a 
range of age ranges in the home 
Learning was not offered in a sequenced 
format 
 

The format was familiar to the pupils 
Expectations were familiar to the pupils 

Learning to be linked to in class learning 
that is within the learning timeline 
Lessons are sequenced to support all  
pupil’s progress 
Purple Mash to be used across the 
school to help parents  
Additional resources are to be available 
on screen and/or sent home 
 

Daily emails from the class teacher Inadequate access to IT screens 
The emails went to parents who were 
not always able to share with children 
Low level of pupil voice contributions 
 

Pupils liked the familiar contact 
There were some highlights when 
families shared happy activities via 
email and tapestry 

The contact with familiar school staff is 
important for pupils well-being and 
motivation for learning 
Pupils and parents can ask questions 
and share success in the moment 
Quality teaching and learning 
expectations are maintained, supported 
and feedback to pupils is in a timely way 
 

https://www.nfer.ac.uk/media/4119/schools_responses_to_covid_19_the_challenges_facing_schools_and_pupils_in_september_2020.pdf
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Signposting to other websites and 
learning platforms 

Inadequate access to IT screens 
Parental level of IT knowledge and 
understanding of online safety 
 

Variety of the learning activities on 
quality sights 
The school were able to quality control 
sites and remind parents and pupils of 
online safety  

Signposting of quality sites to enrich 
learning 
To use school’s website 
To use Purple Mash, which is familiar to 
pupils and parents 
Online safety can be reinforced 
 

Fun learning activity packs available to 
be collected from school  

Families were nervous of going out of 
the home 
The activities had a learning element 
but remained fun 
Families had a very limited access to 
resources in the home 

As time went on more families would 
collect or would send other family 
members  
Activities enjoyed 
 

School collection is acceptable for 
families who are not shielding or 
nervous 
Resources need to be included for 
activities with clear instructions and 
expectations 

Doorstep drops for local families Heavily relied on staff availability  Pupils and their families welcomed a 
familiar face in their day 

Can be used for the most vulnerable 
families where staffing levels allow 
Posting may need to be considered for 
our most highly vulnerable families 
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Action Plan in case of an individual who has been instructed to self-isolate  

 

The class teacher creates a physical pack of work which will be in line with what is being taught in class that day. This pack will include up to 3 x days’ worth of activities. 

This will be collected from the school (or delivered by a member of staff if possible) This work will include; 

• 3 x pieces of writing curriculum 

• 3 x pieces of maths curriculum 

• 3 x pieces of reading curriculum  

• 3 x piece of topic curriculum  

On the 4th day the work is to be either delivered to school or emailed by the parent. In extreme cases, a member of staff may arrange a collection from the home. 

On the 5th day; the teacher will email the pupil at home to give feedback on what was produced and how they can move forward with their learning. The pupil may also 

benefit from a phone call from the teacher depending on need.  The inclusion team and/or SENCo will also make contact where appropriate 

This process is then repeated for the following week or when the child returns.  

*If a child is too unwell to complete the work; there is no expectation that the work is to be completed.  

 

 

 

Action plan in case a whole class or whole school  is instructed to self –isolate.  

 

In advance, class teachers will have prepared a master copy from their teacher shared drive  pack of work to be sent home with children. On notification that the class will 

be required to self-isolate, members of staff (SLT / PSOs) will print off copies. These copies will either be collected by parents (staggered times) or delivered to home. This 

pack will include; 

• 2-week Maths unit 

• 2-week Literacy unit 

• 2-week Reading task 

• 2-week Topic based unit  

*If a child is too unwell to complete the work; there is no expectation that the work is to be completed.  

 

To support with teacher workload and to ensure this work fits in with the curriculum sequence, staff will be able to select pre-made work/ resources from either;  

• Oak Academy Teacher Hub - https://teachers.thenational.academy/  

• BBC Bitesize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary  

• NCETM - https://www.ncetm.org.uk/in-the-classroom/  

https://teachers.thenational.academy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/in-the-classroom/
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• TWHF Central learning videos on Gorse Hill School website 

 

 

Action plan  
 

Action Staff Member(s) Responsible Deadline 

Use previous comments, online survey alongside collected comments from parents to establish: 
Keep – what current aspects of remote education should we keep on doing next time? 
Improve – what current aspects of remote education can we improve next time? 
What- is needed from the school going forward? 
Start – what can we start doing to improve remote education next time? 
Stop – what should we stop doing to improve remote education next time? 

SLT to conduct on 
playground, email, text. 

To find out parent’s 
views on what was 

delivered out and gauge 
views 

01/09/20 

1. Improve children’s understanding and knowledge of how to use Online Platform (Purple Mash) to; 

• View set work 

• Communicate with class teacher 

• Communicate (socialise with each other) 

Class teachers to conduct 
Purple Mash lesson on 
how to access Blog and 

‘communicate’ with class 
/ teacher. 

01/10/20 

2. Improve means to communicate with parents/children remotely by; 
Ensuring we have up-to-date contact details 
Ensure we have email address for all families 

LR to conduct Pupil Asset 
review and contact 

parents with no email 
addresses. Update 

accordingly 

01/10/20 

3. Make sure staff are clear of the expectations of T&L in response to; 
A) local outbreak and you're asked to close temporarily for most pupils like during the initial 

school closures in March; or 
B) Individuals or groups of pupils need to self-isolate, but the rest of the school is still open 

DM to produce a 1-page 
briefing on the school’s 
contingency plan. (see 

Appendix 1)  

01/10/20 

4. Teachers to source and prepare high quality teaching resources each week, to send out in case of a 
whole class ‘lock down’ (Maths; Reading; Writing; Topic)  
 
 

Class teachers to source 
and create 1 x electronic 

master file.  

01/10/20 

 

 


