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At Gorse Hill we aim to ensure that all children are equipped with the necessary skills to 

access different forms of technology and do so in a safe way. Technology is an integral part 

of everyday life. The developments in technology has enabled children to access many 

interesting applications, programs and software  via the numerous tablets, laptops and 

computers we have available across the school. However, as a school, we recognise the 

potential online dangers associated with technology and accessing the internet. 

Consequently, we aim to provide our children with the tools to use technology in a safe and 

responsible manner. 

Online Safety: 

At Gorse Hill School, online safety is moderated and 

assessed using concept cartoons (see year 3 example).  

The concept cartoons are used at the beginning of the 

topic and the end to assess the child’s progress and level 

of understanding. The concept cartoons are age specific 

and are open ended-questions which ensure the 

children provide a more detailed answer, self-expression 

and you are more likely to learn something you didn’t 

expect. 

At Gorse Hill School, it is expected that each computing lesson comprises of brief (5-10 

minutes) online safety activity or discussion. This may 

include scenarios, discussions, videos or role play 

activities. A bank of online scenarios are provided for 

staff in the ‘ICT’ folder which is located on the ‘T-drive’ 

(See year 2 example).    

All rooms within KS1 and KS2 have SMART online 

safety posters which should be explained and 

reinforced during lessons. These can also be found 

around the school, particularly in areas which contain technological resources. In years 4-6, 

each classroom has a child protection poster which contains their hotline to provide an 

additional network for support.   

Any concerns or issues associated with child safeguarding should be recorded using a yellow 

safeguarding form and given to the safeguarding lead (see safeguarding and child protection 

policy for more detail). 

Concept Cartoons: 

These can be found in the ‘ICT’ folder on the T drive. Concept cartoons are used as a tool to 

measure children’s understanding of the topic.  
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How to use concept cartoons?  The concept cartoons need to be printed direct from the 

Powerpoint presentations. Each child should have a print out of the concept cartoon and 

answer the question to the best of their ability (this can be scribed in KS1). These copies 

should be stuck into their computing books.  

When do I use concept cartoons? They should be used at the beginning of the topic prior to 

any teaching (this includes the definition of vocabulary) and at the end of the topic/term, to 

monitor progress. 

Which concept cartoons should be used? In the first term, the online safety concept 

cartoon should be started and can be accompanied by another computing topic 

(Multimedia, Programming or Digital Literacy). The concept cartoon should be repeated, 

using the ‘after input’ page, at the end of the topic. The teacher should state whether the 

child has made progress (Yes/No) rather than whether the child has met a standard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning:  

Though no formal planning is required there are some schemes of work stored in the ‘ICT’ 

folder on the T drive. There is a scheme of work for KS1 and KS2. These are not 

differentiated in terms of specific year groups. There are 6 lessons for each topic but these 

can be altered/differentiated according to your class’ needs. 

Support: James (Summerson) suggested that each teacher reads through the plans and 

experiments with any software they are unfamiliar with. You can use tutorials online via 

youtube or alternatively you can email James. jsummerson@twhf.org.uk.  
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