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Gorse Hill Primary School 

Art: Skills Progression 

 

Skill Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Colour Experimenting and 
using primary 
colours. 
 
Use different tools 
that bring colour. 
 
Name colours. 
 
Mix colours. 

Learn the names of 
different tools that 
bring colour. 
 
Mixing colours (not 
formal). 

Name the primary 
and secondary 
colours. 
 
Experiment with 
different brushes 
(including 
brushstrokes) and 
other painting tools. 
 
Mix primary colours 
to make secondary 
colours. 

Make as many tones 
of one colour as 
possible, using 
white. 
 
Darken colours 
without using black. 
 
Begin to describe 
colours. 
 
Explore the effect of 
using different brush 
sizes. 

Use a colour wheel 
to explore a range of 
shades. 
 
Use varied brush 
techniques to create 
shapes, textures, 
patterns and lines. 
 
Mix colours 
effectively using the 
correct language, 
e.g. tint, shade, 
primary and 
secondary. 

Use varied brush 
techniques to create 
shapes, textures, 
patterns and lines. 
 
Mix colours 
effectively using the 
correct language, 
e.g. tint, shade, 
primary and 
secondary. 
 
Create different 
textures and effects 
with paint. 
 
Use key vocabulary 
to demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding in 
this strand: colour, 
foreground, middle 
ground, background, 
abstract, emotion, 
warm, blend, mix, 
line, tone, fresco. 

Create a colour 
palette, 
demonstrating 
mixing techniques. 
 
Use a range of paint 
(acrylic, oil paints, 
water colours) to 
create visually 
interesting pieces. 
 
Use key vocabulary 
to demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding in 
this strand: blend, 
mix, line, tone, 
shape, abstract, 
absorb, colour, 
impressionism, 
impressionists. 

Look at the artwork 
of an artist and 
comment on the 
observations we 
make, their style and 
what we infer from 
paintings. 
 
Carry out 
preliminary studies 
to test media and 
materials and mix 
appropriate colours, 
including creating 
tints using black and 
white. 
 
Mix colours 
effectively using the 
correct language, 
e.g. tint, shade, 
primary and 
secondary. 
 
Create different 
textures and effects 
with paint. 
 
Create a colour 
palette, 
demonstrating 
mixing techniques 
linking to Wonder- 
Picasso. 
 
Use a range of paint 
(acrylic, oil paints, 
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water colours) to 
create visually 
interesting pieces. 
 
Use key vocabulary 
to demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding in 
this strand: blend, 
mix, line, tone, 
shape, abstract, 
absorb, colour, 
impressionism, 
impressionists. 

Drawing Begin to use a range 
of drawing tools. 

Use drawing to tell a 
story. 
 
Encourage accurate 
drawings of people. 

Draw lines of varying 
thickness. 
 
Use key vocabulary 
to demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding in 
this strand: detail, 
landscape, building, 
pastels, drawings, 
line, bold, size, 
space. 

Discuss use of 
shadows, use light 
and dark. 
 
Draw a way of 
recording 
experiences and 
feelings. 
 
Sketch to make 
quick recordings 
Use pencils to create 
texture to create fur 
and scales. 

 Experiment with 
different grades of 
sketch pencil to 
create tone in line 
and shape. 
 
Experiment with 
showing line, tone 
and texture with 
different hardness of 
pencils. 
 
Use shading to show 
light and shadow 
effects. 
 
Show an awareness 
of space when 
drawing. 
 
Use key vocabulary 
to demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding in 
this strand: portrait, 
light, dark, tone, 
shadow, line, 
pattern, texture, 
form, shape, tone, 
outline. 

Study portraits of 
Royals and others, 
discussing differing 
forms artists use to 
create portraits. 
 
Use observational 
skills to place facial 
features correctly 
and in proportion. 
 
Use tone to create 
light and dark when 
sketching 
. 
Sketch a portrait of 
themselves. 
 
Use a range of 
artistic techniques 
to create a portrait 
of another individual 
(e.g. paint, charcoal, 
pastel, mosaic). 
 
Evaluate their own 
work and others’ 
work. 
 

Plan and design our 
own artwork 
inspired by first 
sketching. 
 
Refine our sketching 
skills by focusing on 
shape, form and 
size. 
 
Experiment with the 
space available 
(background and 
foreground) when 
sketching. 
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Use a variety of 
techniques to add 
effects, e.g. 
shadows, reflection, 
hatching and cross-
hatching. 
 
Depict movement 
and perspective in 
drawings. 
 
Use a variety of 
tools and select the 
most appropriate. 

Texture Sensory 
experiences. 
 
Handling and 
manipulating 
materials. 

Sensory 
experiences. 
 
Simple collages. 
 
Simple weaving. 

Collage. 
 
Sort according to 
specific qualities. 
 
Use a combination 
of materials that 
have been cut, torn 
and glued. 
 
Use key vocabulary 
to demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding in 
this strand: collage, 
squares, gaps, 
mosaic, features, 
cut, place, arrange. 

Overlapping, 
overlaying to create 
effects. 
 
Collage. 
 
Create a silhouette 
art piece using a 
range of materials. 
 
Work on different 
scales to create a 
foreground and 
background to our 
work. 

    

Form Handling, feeling 
and enjoying 
materials. 
 
Shape and model 
materials. 

Building and 
destroying. 
 
Shape and model. 

Use a variety of 
natural, recycled 
and manufactured 
materials for 
sculpting, e.g. clay, 
straw and card. 
 
Use a variety of 
techniques, e.g. 
rolling, cutting, 
pinching. 
 

Decorative 
techniques. 
 
Replicate patterns 
and textures in a 3-D 

form − work and 
that of other 
sculptors. 
 

Use a 3D modelling 
material (clay) to 
design and make a 
product. 
 
Explore how 
materials can be 
rolled, flattened and 
shaped . 
 
Explore how 
materials can cut to 

Design and plan own 
work. 
 
Explore creating 
their own geometric 
Roman mosaics. 
 
Shape card/foam or 
other material. 
 

Study images of 
sculpture and 
movement from 
Ancient Greece and 
in other art periods 
– compare and 
contrast art forms. 
 
Sketch the human 
form focusing on 
proportion. 
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Use key vocabulary 
to demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding in 
this strand: 
sculpture, statue, 
model, work, work 
of art, 3D, land art, 
sculptor, carving, 
sculpture. 

size and be joined 
adequately. 
 
Explore how 
everyday objects can 
be used to create 
marks and patterns 
in clay. 
 
Create a product 
that is of suitable 
shape and design for 
purpose. 
 
Evaluate their work 
and others’ work. 
 
Design, plan and 
create a product 
Explore how papier 
mache can be 
shaped to create an 
object. 
 
Choose suitable 
materials (e.g. 
paints) to complete 
the product. 

Use a variety of 
shapes, including 
lines and texture. 
 
Use key vocabulary 
to demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding in 
this strand: 
sculpture, statue, 
model, work, work 
of art, 3D, land art, 
sculptor, carving, 
sculpture, 
installation, shapes, 
materials, pyramid, 
abstract, geometric. 

Sketch the human 
form focusing on 
movement. 
 
Design and create a 
sculpture that shows 
movement using 
wire and papier-
mache. 
 
Evaluate their work 
and others’ work. 
 
 

Pattern Repeating patterns. Irregular patterns. 
 
Simple Symmetry. 

Show pattern by 
layering. 
 
Discuss regular and 
irregular patterns. 

Natural and 
manmade patterns. 
 
Use regular and 
irregular patterns. 

Refine work as they 
go to ensure 
precision. 

   

Printing Print with block 
colours. 
 
Rubbings. 

Rubbings. 
 
Print with a variety 
of objects. 

Use a variety of 
materials, e.g. 
sponges, fruit, 
blocks. 
 
Demonstrate a 
range of techniques, 
e.g. rolling, pressing, 
stamping and 
rubbing. 

Print with a growing 
range of objects. 
 
Identify the different 
forms printing takes. 
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Work of 
an Artist 

    Use inspiration from 
Claude Monet. 
 
Reflect upon their 
work inspired by 
Claude Monet and 
the development of 
their art skills 
 
Express an opinion 
on the work of 
Claude Monet and 
refer to techniques 
and effect 
 

  Use inspiration from 
a notable artist to 
replicate a piece of 
work 
Reflect upon their 
work inspired by a 
famous notable 
artist and the 
development of 
their art skills 
 
Express an opinion 
on the work of a 
notable artist and 
refer to techniques 
and effect 
 
Use varied brush 
techniques to create 
shapes, textures, 
patterns and lines 
 
Suggested artists: 
Picasso, Henri 
Rousseau & Paul 
Nash 

Other   Compare similarities 
and differences 
between their own 
art and the artist’s 
work at the end of 
every unit. 

Compare similarities 
and differences 
between their own 
art and the artist’s 
work at the end of 
every unit. 

Work to be recorded 
in sketch books. 

Use sketchbooks to 
record work and 
revisit old work/ 
techniques 

Use sketchbooks to 
record work and 
revisit old work/ 
techniques 

Use sketchbooks to 
record work and 
revisit old work/ 
techniques 

 

 

 

 

 

 


